Approved For Release 2004/10/28 : CIA-RDP80R01 StftfA 00/i^^ ^0 .. 


j/ 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 2030! 
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INTtflHATlONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 
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MEMORANDUM FOR; SEE DiSTRiBUTiON 

SUBJECT: Review of the US IS PUUNG HOANG Movie "Peaceful Countryside 



The subject 50-minute film is scheduled for a one-time showing in the 
Pentagon (Room ^mm) at 1430 hours, 16 December 1971. The attached fact 
sheet with summary outline the background, content, purpose and proposed 
utilization of this film. 

Your office is invited to send (a) representative(s) to attend this review, 
the basic purpose of which is to inform agencies of the Washington community 
concerned with V i etnam- rel ated programs of the availability of the film. 


STAT 


Request that this office (OX-74689) be advised of interest and as to the 
number of persons wishing to attend. 






DAVID E. FARNHAM 
Colonel , USA 
Vietnam Task Force 


Enclosures 
a/ s 

DISTRIBUTION: 


OSD/SA/RP 

CIA/Room 6F19 (Mr. Carver) 

State/Vletnam Working Group (Mr. Bennett) 
State/ IMR/REA (Mr. Burnett) 

State/FS l/VTC (Mr. Jones) 

USIA/IEA (Mr. Eney) 

AID/Public Safety (Mr. Manopoli) 





Approved For Release 2004/10/28 : CIA-RDP80R01720R0011 0007001 8-0 




Approved For Release 2004/10/28 : CIA-RDP80R01720R001 10007001 8-0 


FACT SHEET 

MACCOFJ)S-PHD MAJ Carr/eFc/5025 

2 November 1971 

SUBJECT: PHUNG HOANG Movie ’'Peaceful Countryside" 

DEPCORDS/MACV 


PURPOSE : To present a synopsis of the development and 

contents of the movie "Peaceful Countryside". 

FACTS : 

1. The National Motion Picture Center (NMPC) of the Ministry 
of Information (MOI), v/rote, produced and directed this movie. 
It was filmed on location in Phuoc Tuy Province. The original 
production schedule was delayed over a funding dispute betv/een 
MOI and the National Police General Directorate (NFGD) and 

to expedite production, JUSPAO funded the location costs and 
printed the first 60 copies. The introduction to the film 
states that it is presented by the NPGD with technical 
cooperation from the Central PHUNG HOANG Coimnittee and the 
NMPC. 

2. The psychological objective of the movie is to motivate 
the people of the Republic of Vietnam to actively support 
the anti-VCI effort of the PHUNG HOANG Program (PHP) by 
reporting known VCI. The target audience is the peasant' 
living in the villages and hamlets of the rural countryside. 
The theme emphasizes that by reporting and nentraliziiig VCI, 
the village is protected from VC/VCI terrorism and both the 
prosperity of the village and that of the individual report- 
ing the VCI is markedly improved. The plot contains a love 
story, humor, gives plugs for the National Police, PSDF, the 
Chieu Hoi Program, RD Cadre and portrays the VCI as clever 
but sinister. Significantly, it portrays the GVN as giving 
kind and fair treatment to captured VCI who appear to be 
happy under government control. 
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maccords-piid 

SUBJECT: PHUNG HOANG Movie 


2 November 1971 
"Peaceful Countryside" 


3 The film lasts approximately 50 minutes. The dialogue 
is iTvleliLose but She acting, music and visual presentati 
in the film are so lucid that non-Vietnamese speaking people 
will understand and identify with the Vietnamese People in 
their struggle against the VCI . A summary of the plot as 
well arsiKillcSnt scenes and conversations, is attached 

Inclosure 1. 


as 


1 Incl 

as 







JOHN S 

Director, PHUNG HOANG 


TILTON 



2 
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_ CW PHIJNG H OANG MOVIE "PEACEF UL COIM TRYS IDE " 

The movie opens with Mr. Tam, a middle class farmer 
of Hoai An Hiuvuet, Tan Binh Village, talking with his wife 
about the misejry a.nd poverty in their hamlet caused by the 
VC/VCI. ViST^slly r>hown and specifically mentioned are the 
destruction of his son's school, illegal VC taxes, and the 
def^truct ion of roads resulting in Tam's poverty because he 
is unable to take and sell his potatoes in the market. 

Tam leaves to see his life long friend, Mr. Thanh, 
also a middle clr^ss farmer, living in Thanh Binh Hamlet of 
Thoi Thach Village for advice on how to rid his village of 
the VCI. The visual and musical contrast between Tam's and 
Thanh's village, v.'hich is free of the VCI, is striking. 

Tam arrives at Thanh's house and explains that the 
PHUNG HOANG Program (PHP) failed in Tam's hamlet because the 
people feared the VC and did not know how the PHP worked. 
Thanh explains that PHUNG HOANG is a Program of all the 
people . 


Thanh sees the local Chief of Police passing by, states 
he is a friend, and asks him to come in and to explain the 
PHP to Tam. The Police Chief states the VC have been defeated 
on the battlefield and the VCI are retreating to hide in the 
hamlets like weeds, and that the people, like good farmers 
must, "uproot” these weeds. A further analogy is made to 
the VCI as headle.ss snakes. 

' The Police Chief tells the story of the PHP which includes-’' 
examples of; cooperation of intelligence agencies, posting 
of wanted posters, people's intelligence nets, special signals 
used by the people to shov/ the government forces that 
corm-nunists are present in the village, use of grievance-* 
census letter boxes, etc. 

The Police Chief then tells a startled Tam that his 
friend Thanh helped unmask a VCI. A flashback occurs of a 
time before Thanh and his wife, the former Miss Bich, were 
married. Using a subterfuge, Bich left her father's house 
to see Thanh at their secret meeting place in the country. 

While there, -they heard footsteps. Fearing it was their 
fathers', they hid. Much to their surprise, a group of 
VC met Na.ra Nghe , a village barber, who .they dij^covered was 
a VCI. Nghe told the VC not to come in the village that 
night, because government troops were in the area. Nghe told 
them to report at 1930 hours the next night. 
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Ttio next day there is a scene graphically portraying ^ 

the sinisteJ thLat of the VCI . In his barbershop Nghe is 
the sinisvei inie i while he is cleaning out 

propagandizing a local villagei ^hi . to the local 

ear with a sharp instrup\ent. Thanh loporxs lu 
PSDF leader with his information; Thanh is told iis ^ 

llll be kept secret J^t VhSnhlrports^there t 

“Iness.^rnr^o S Sbiei sayl’the VCl ere 

barber ?ii^5ocesrof 'the operation 

ortlirPHUlIG HOANG Committee and PH 

nirht the Police Special Branch ambushes the aimea VC tax 
collectors and all are 'captured alive without violence, 
except Nghe who escapes, The VC are 

"%her^hrs^ecial PolLef PsS??''pf! RD CadL and some 

A short time later the Chief of the village, while alone 
with Thanh, praises him, tells him his ^ 

secret and presents him v/ith a letter entitling im 
substantial reward. This enables Thanh to marry «Iisb Bich. 

The flashback ends and the Police Chief 
must be courageous and not be so pessimistic, then 

are relatively easy to neutralize when people report then. 

Tam then leaves Thanh’s house with a determined look to 
neutralize the VCI in his village. 
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